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AirAsia inks major deal with Airbus 

● New industrial initiatives to deliver massive injection into Malaysia economy  
 
KUALA LUMPUR, 30 August 2019 - AirAsia today signed a memorandum of agreement to support the                
development of the Malaysian aerospace industry. 
 
As part of the deal, Airbus will expand its maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) presence in Malaysia                 
and establish the Airbus Malaysia Digital Initiative to enhance the competitiveness of the local aerospace               
sector through the application of new digital technologies, in line with the government’s vision to make                
Malaysia a regional aerospace hub. 
 
Airbus will also boost its commitment to the Aerospace Malaysia Innovation Centre (AMIC) - of which it is                  
a founding member - by appointing an Innovation Technical Director and increasing its funding for joint                
research programmes, including into the production of sustainable aviation biofuels in Malaysia. 
 
The memorandum of agreement was signed by Airbus CEO Guillaume Faury and Datuk Kamarudin              
Meranun, Executive Chairman of AirAsia Group Berhad.  
 
The signing ceremony was witnessed by Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, the Prime Minister of Malaysia. Also                
present was AirAsia Group CEO Tan Sri Tony Fernandes. 
 
Airbus is the largest international partner for the Malaysian aerospace industry. Its sourcing and services               
businesses in the country are now valued at some US$400 million per annum for the local economy, a                  
figure expected to rise to more than US$550 million every year with these new initiatives. 
 
AirAsia Group Executive Chairman Datuk Kamarudin Meranun said, “This is a significant day for              
the future of aviation in Malaysia. Airbus’s commitment to investing to expand its industrial presence here                
will deliver significant benefits to the economy, through job creation and by transforming industry best               
practice. By ensuring Malaysia remains at the cutting edge of global aerospace developments, we will be                
able to future proof the local industry and guarantee our future competitiveness.” 
 
Commenting on AMIC, Datuk Kamarudin said, “As a company that prides itself on sustainability, AirAsia               
continues to lead the way in driving sustainable operations and tourism. Not only do we invest heavily in                  
new, more fuel-efficient aircraft, we have also begun looking into alternative jet fuel solutions.”  
 
He added: “I would like to thank Airbus for their continued support of our airline and for the contribution                   
they make to our local economy through funding and developing the Malaysian aerospace industry.”  
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About Airbus 
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated               
revenues of € 64 billion and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most                
comprehensive range of passenger airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker,             
combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies.               
In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions            
worldwide. 
 
About AirAsia 
AirAsia, the world’s leading low-cost carrier, services an extensive network of over 150             
destinations across Asia Pacific. Since starting operations in 2001, AirAsia has carried more than              
500 million guests and grown its fleet from just two aircraft to over 270. The airline is proud to                   
be a truly Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) airline with established operations             
based in Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines as well as India and Japan, servicing               
a network stretching across Asia, Australia, the Middle East and the US. AirAsia has been named                
the World’s Best Low-Cost Airline at the annual Skytrax World Airline Awards 11 times in a row                 
from 2009 to 2019. AirAsia was also awarded World's Leading Low-Cost Airline for the sixth               
consecutive year at the 2018 World Travel Awards, where it also won the World's Leading               
Low-Cost Airline Cabin Crew award for a second straight year. Follow AirAsia on Facebook              
(AirAsia), Twitter (@AirAsia), Instagram (@airasia), YouTube (AirAsia), Weibo (@亚航之家) and          
WeChat (亚洲航空). 
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